PA Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Philadelphia Water Department

PWD’s Combined Sewer Overflow Long-Term Control Plan highlights the need to
improve public awareness of an individual's contribution to coastal aesthetics and
the need to improve water quality and aesthetics of surrounding parks and
recreational areas. The plan recommends the use of a skimming vessel to remove
debris from targeted reaches of the Delaware and Schuylkill Rivers. The PWD has
purchased and is operating a small floatables skimming vessel to remove floatable
debris from accessible segments of the tidal CSO receiving waters. The debris is
hand netted from the water surface by employees standing on the vessel deck.
This small pontoon vessel is used as a companion vessel to the larger floatables
skimming vessel already being operated in Philadelphia.

* Trash removal on miles of waterfront

« Increased public awareness regarding litter

 Improved aesthetics of the surrounding communities

« Increased surveillance of the Tidal Schuylkill and Delaware Rivers

« Very visible floatables control method is easy for the general public to understand
and support




